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April 21, 2022 
 
Planning Department/City Heights 
City of Cle Elum 
119 West First St. 
Cle Elum, WA 98922-1105 
 
In future correspondence please refer to: 
Project Tracking Code:        2022-04-02539 
Property: City of Cle Elum_City Heights Phase 2 Preliminary Plat (SUB 22-001) 
Re:          Survey Requested 
 
Dear Planning Department: 
 
Thank you for contacting the Washington State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and 
Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP) and providing documentation 
regarding the above referenced project. These comments are based on the information 
available at the time of this review and on behalf of the SHPO in conformance Washington State 
law. Should additional information become available, our assessment may be revised. 
 
Our statewide predictive model indicates that there is a high probability of encountering cultural 
resources within the proposed project area. Further, the scale of the proposed ground disturbing 
actions would destroy any archaeological resources present. While the proposed project area 
has been previously surveyed, that survey included only minimal subsurface testing. 
Identification of buried sites during construction is not a recommended detection method 
because inadvertent discoveries often result in costly construction delays and damage to the 
resource. Therefore, we recommend a professional archaeological survey of the project area be 
conducted and a report be produced prior to ground disturbing activities. This report should 
meet DAHP’s Standards for Cultural Resource Reporting. 
 
We also recommend that any historic buildings or structures (45 years in age or older) located 
within the project area are evaluated for eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places on Historic Property Inventory (HPI) forms. We highly encourage the SEPA lead agency 
to ensure that these evaluations are written by a cultural resource professional meeting the SOI 
Professional Qualification Standards in Architectural History. 
 
Please note that the recommendations provided in this letter reflect only the opinions of DAHP. 
Any interested Tribes may have different recommendations. We appreciate receiving any 
correspondence or comments from Tribes or other parties concerning cultural resource issues 
that you receive. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project. Please ensure that the DAHP Project 
Tracking Number is shared with any hired cultural resource consultants and is attached to any 
communications or submitted reports. Please also ensure that any reports, site forms, and/or 
historic property inventory (HPI) forms are uploaded to WISAARD by the consultant(s).   

https://dahp.wa.gov/sites/default/files/CR%20Update%20Nov%202021.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/arch_stnds_9.htm
https://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/arch_stnds_9.htm
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Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Sydney Hanson 
Transportation Archaeologist 
(360) 280-7563 
Sydney.Hanson@dahp.wa.gov 
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April 20, 2022 
 
 
 
Virgil Amick 
City of Cle Elum 
119 W First Street 
Cle Elum, WA  98922 
 
Re:  City Heights Phase 2 
 
Dear Virgil Amick: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Notice of Application for the City Heights Phase 2 
project. The Department of Ecology (Ecology) has reviewed the application and has the following 
comments. 
 
SHORELANDS/ENVIRONMENTAL ASSISTANCE   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments to this project as it pertains to the Shoreline 
Management Act of 1971, RCW 90.58; State master program approval/amendment procedures and 
master program guidelines, WAC 173-26; Wetlands 90.48; and Shoreline management permit and 
enforcement procedures, Chapter 173-27 WAC.  
 
The proposed development and activities must be consistent with local Critical Areas Ordinances 
and demonstrate avoidance and minimization where ever applicable. Applicants are required by 
state and federal permitting agencies to show that they have followed mitigation sequencing and 
have first avoided and minimized impacts to wetlands wherever practicable, Kittitas County Code 
18.20.070. For more information and sample checklists, see 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/wetlands/avoidance.html.  
 
As stated by the county, the Applicant shall obtain and provide copies to the City of all required 
state and federal permits and approvals prior to beginning construction in any streams, wetlands, 
steep slopes, or any other critical area or their buffers, as part of the updated Phase 2 preliminary 
plat application materials.  
 
The Wetlands and Wildlife Report is a memo dated November 3rd 2010 provided by Sewall 
Wetland Consultant, there in intent to determine if Stream E carries water. More information is 
necessary to determine if all Critical Areas will be adversely affected. If Critical Areas can be 
impacted by buffer or direct impact in clearing and grading, it must be determined and identified in 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/wetlands/avoidance.html
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the field prior to clearing and grading construction activities pursuant to avoidance and 
minimization sequencing RCW 90.48 and 90.58 and Kittitas County Code Chapter 18.20.020 and 
18.20.060.  
 
Ecology staff is available to provide technical assistance to the local jurisdiction by reviewing 
wetland delineations, ratings, and verifying provided wetland and ordinary high water mark 
determinations in the field. It is recommended that additional information is provided and reviewed 
prior to clearing and grading approval.  
 
Please contact Alicia Schulz, Shorelands and Environmental Assistance, alicia.schulz@ecy.wa.gov or 
(509) 454-4260 if you have any questions about the comments provided. 
 
WATER QUALITY  
 
Project with Potential to Discharge Off-Site  
The NPDES Construction Stormwater General Permit from the Washington State Department of 
Ecology is required if there is a potential for stormwater discharge from a construction site with 
disturbed ground. This permit requires that the SEPA checklist fully disclose anticipated activities 
including building, road construction and utility placements. Obtaining a permit may take 38-60 
days.  
 
The permit requires that a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (Erosion Sediment Control Plan) 
shall be prepared and implemented for all permitted construction sites. These control measures 
must be able to prevent soil from being carried into surface water and storm drains by stormwater 
runoff. Permit coverage and erosion control measures must be in place prior to any clearing, 
grading, or construction.  
 
More information on the stormwater program may be found on Ecology's stormwater website at: 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/stormwater/construction/. Please submit an application or 
contact Wendy Neet at the Dept. of Ecology, (509) 454-7277 or email wendy.neet@ecy.wa.gov  
with questions about this permit. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Gwen Clear 
Environmental Review Coordinator 
Central Regional Office 
(509) 575-2012 
crosepa@ecy.wa.gov 
 
202201544 

mailto:alicia.schulz@ecy.wa.gov
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/stormwater/construction/
mailto:wendy.neet@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:crosepacoordinator@ecy.wa.gov






City of Cle Elum          April 22, 2022 
 

Cle Elum WA 98922 
119 W 1st  
Cle Elum WA 98922 
 
Honorable Mayor 
Council Members 
Planning Commission 
 
Regarding the application from City Heights to begin construction on Phase 2 we would like to offer 2 
comments. 
 
How can the developers expect to be permitted to begin construction on Phase 2 when 2 critical 
elements of the project have not been addressed in Phase 1, that will impact all phases.  
 
Our concerns are that of ingress and egress to this new development. The contract clearly states that 4 
access routes will be established. At this time Montgomery, Columbia and Stafford have been identified 
by the developer as access routes. The 4th route has not been identified or secured.  
The Stafford Street access route is not adequate, safe or practical in its current state. We realize that 
options to improve Stafford are being explored yet no solution has been reached.  
 
Until these access routes are identified, acquired, established and improved, we ask that no further 
development permits be issued.  
 
It is not our intent prevent this development, only  to ensure practical, adequate  and safe access routes.  
 
Thank you  
 
Steve Jones 
Nancy Jones 
509 W 6th Street 
Cle Elum WA 
98922 
Jones_7hill@msn.com 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Jones_7hill@msn.com
mailto:Jones_7hill@msn.com






City of Cle Elum        April 22, 2022 
119 W 1st  
Cle Elum WA 98922 
 
Honorable Mayor 
Council Members 
Planning Commission 
 
It has been brought to our attention that there has been a request by the developers of the City Heights 
Project to draw water from fire hydrants located on W 6th Street in the #7 Hill Neighborhood to be used 
for dust abatement and other incidental uses associated with construction. 
We respectfully ask that this request be denied for several reasons.  
First and foremost is water quality and safety to residents located adjacent to these hydrants. Both of us 
are past members of the Cle Elum Fire Department and have experience in flushing hydrants. This was a 
common practice in years past, but in the late 80’s to early 90’s this practice was abandoned as water 
flowing from the hydrants disturbed sediment in the water mains and led to contaminated water. Our 
water line leaves the main just 8 feet from the hydrant closest to the project. In years past when this 
hydrant was used, we had mud, sand, rust and other debris coming out of our faucet for several days.  
 
Secondly, travel on city streets within the # 7 hill neighborhood is restricted to residential traffic. 
Construction traffic is required to use Alliance Road for access to their project site. No truck traffic 
should be permitted on W 6th street for any reason.  
 
Third, a water fill station is located at the South Cle Elum Ball Park and specifically fits the needs of the 
developer where payment for water used will be made at the time it is delivered leaving no chance for 
oversights in billing for water used.  
 
Thank you 
 
Steve Jones 
Nancy Jones  
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April 21, 2022 
 
City of Cle Elum Planning Department 
119 West First Street 
Cle Elum, WA 98922 
 
Dear Planning Official:  
 
SUBJECT: WDFW COMMENTS ON CITY HEIGHTS PROPOSED PHASE 2 
PRELIMINARY PLAT 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed Phase 2 Preliminary Plat for the City 
Heights development. The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) is familiar 
with this area and associated fish and wildlife habitat critical areas. We submitted comments 
previously on both the overall project and the Phase 1 development. Our comments on this 
proposed Phase 2 are focused on work in streams and the overall impact of wildlife with the 
development.  
 
Work in Streams 
In the Phase 2 Development Standards Compliance Review, it states that “The critical area 
designations and delineations set forth in the EIS shall be deemed the final determination of the 
identification, designation, and extent of critical areas and boundaries for purposes of applying 
and implementing the provisions of the City’s critical area ordinance(s) set forth in Title 18 of 
the CEMC.” WDFW would like to add that occasionally streams and other critical areas either 
form after the EIS is developed or can be missed in the EIS development. Such an example did 
occur in Phase 1 of this development, when both wetlands and streams were identified in 2021 
during a site review that were either missed or absent during the initial EIS development.  
 
Any stream, whether identified in the EIS or not, that meets the definition of a waters of the state 
is considered a water of the state under WAC. Any work that will use, divert, obstruct, or change 
the natural flow or bed of any of the waters of the state will likely require a Hydraulic Project 
Approval (HPA) from WDFW. Such work must have an approved HPA before start of 
construction, otherwise it is a violation of the Hydraulic Code, RCW 77.55. WDFW encourages 
early coordination on such projects.  
 
Streams and potential water crossings for development roads should be noted on the preliminary 
plat so that reviewers may comment on impacts to the streams. WDFW requests that all maps be 
updated to show all known streams and wetlands. Further, an up to date site review of the project 
should be conducted prior to construction to identify all critical areas such as streams and 
wetlands. Once those features are identified they should be flagged on the ground to ensure that 
all parties are aware of the resource and to avoid impacting those resources.   
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General Wildlife Provisions 
WDFW agrees with the elements stated in the development plan such as requirements of open 
space, limiting of hours of construction noise, natural plantings, and sealing garbage containers 
to prevent wildlife conflict. These elements will help to ensure that the construction is 
compatible with wildlife and their habitat to the extent possible with the development. WDFW 
would also request that due to past forest management activities, large trees and trees with 
cavities are in short abundance within the development. Thus, WDFW would stress that it is 
important to retain the larger trees (>20 inches diameter) where possible and when trees that are 
greater than 12” need to be removed for safety or viewsheds, to consider topping these trees at 
10-20’ high (call short snags) so that wildlife can use them for future wildlife trees and cavities.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project and look forward to working with the 
applicant on the issues raised above. If you have any questions, please call me at 509-607-3578 
or email me at Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Scott Downes 
Area Habitat Biologist 
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