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The purpose of a variance is to provide relief 

to property owners where application of the 

Cle Elum Municipal Code may cause a 

hardship, due to unusual circumstances of the 

land. A variance may be granted to the 

density, dimension, height, setback, and 

development standards; provided, that all 

other provisions of the Municipal Code can be 

met.  CEMC 14.30.190 
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Email: Phone Number: 

Property Owner Same as applicant ☐ 
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Email: Phone Number: 
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Address: 
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Variances, CEMC 14.30.190 

A variance may be granted to the density, dimension, height, setback, and development standards; 

provided, that all other provisions of the Municipal Code can be met. 

Under no circumstances shall the city grant a variance to allow a use not permissible under the 

terms of this title in the zoning district involved, or any use expressly or by implication prohibited 

in the zoning district by the terms of this title. 

Variances shall be processed in conjunction with associated permits and approvals. For example, a 

variance request submitted with a short plat application will be processed in accordance with the 

Type 2 review procedures, and a variance request submitted with a subdivision application will be 

processed in accordance with the Type 3 procedures. 

Variances may be approved by the city based on a finding that such variance will not be contrary 

to the public interest and the comprehensive plan or where literal enforcement of the provisions of 

this title would result in undue hardship. A variance shall not be granted unless the city further 

finds that the applicant has demonstrated all of the following: (please provide detailed answers 

demonstrating need). 

 
 

1. 

That special circumstances applicable to the subject property, including size, shape, 

topography, location, or surroundings, do exist; and  

 
2. 

That because of such special circumstances, strict application of this title would deprive 

the subject property of rights and privileges enjoyed by other properties in the vicinity 

under identical zoning district classification; and 

 
3. 

That the granting of the variance will not be materially detrimental to the public health, 

safety, and welfare or injurious to the property or improvements in the vicinity and zoning 

district classification in which the property is situated; and 

 
4. 

That the special circumstances do not result from the actions of the applicant; and 
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5. That the granting of a variance will be in harmony with the general purpose and intent of 

this title, the specific zoning district, and the city comprehensive plan. 

Variance Application Requirements1 

 
 

1. 

Site plan indicating location of property boundaries, all structures and dimensions, 

proposed improvements, existing access locations and dimensions, site improvements, 

adjacent public streets and driveway, the specific location of the variance and any features 

of the property that are present that cause the need for the variance. 

2. A map indicating the subject property and boundaries. 

 

3. 
If the applicant is not the legal owner a signed authorization from the legal owner is 

required.2 

 

4. 
Written narrative describing the project, and how the proposed variance complies with the 

decision criteria listed above. 

5. Payment of a fee that is consistent with the City of Cle Elum’s fee schedule. 

1. The application will not be processed and deemed complete unless all required criteria is attached to 

application on the day of submission. The Planner may choose to waive some of the requirements. If any of the 

required criteria is provided in another permit please cite that permit. 

2. The owner can sign under the authorization section of this application or send the City Planner a signed letter. 

Authorization 

The undersigned hereby certifies that this application has been made with the consent of the lawful 

property owner(s) and that all information submitted with this application is complete and correct. 

False statements, errors, and/or omissions may be sufficient for denial of the request. 

This application gives consent to the City to enter the properties listed above for the purposes of 

inspecting and verifying information presented in this application. The applicant further agrees to 

pay all fees specified in the City’s fee schedule for the permit and expenses associated with the 

review of the application. The applicant gives consent to the City to enter the property(s) listed 
above for the purpose of inspecting and verifying information presented in this application. 

Applicant Signature: Date: 

Owner Signature: Date: 


